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First, I hope and pray that everyone is and remains healthy, safe, and secure during this global pandemic that 

has affected every aspect of our lives both physical and spiritual. COVID-19 and its variants often feel like the 

boat trip from Mark 4:35-41: 
 

When evening had come, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go across to the other side.” And leaving 

the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A 

great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 

But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you 

not care that we are perishing?” He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 

Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still 

no faith?” And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the 

wind and the sea obey him?” 
 

As his disciples and followers, Jesus is with always in the boat with us whether in a raging tempest or calm seas. 

We hunger and yearn for the “calm after the storm” or for “things to get back to normal” when we can safely 

gather in the sanctuary to celebrate Eucharistic Prayer including Communion and passing of the Peace with 

fellow Franciscans. Jesus is always with us even during these difficult times. 
 

I would like to sincerely thank Rev. David Lucey for his leadership during the past year and I have enjoyed 

working with him in my role as Senior Warden on the vestry. I would also like to thank Rev. Tracey Kelly for 

her efforts leading the Invite*Welcome*Connect (IWC) group and her efforts at St. Francis. We also welcomed 

Timothy Rutherford, a Seminarian from Virginia Theological Seminary for his field work.  
 

I thank Lynn Fallon for supporting our parish administration and thank Larry Vote for directing our music 

program virtually. I want to thank Jane Ruppe Keihn for her decade of service to St. Francis Creche. Cristi Leslie 

took over directorship of the Creche and we look forward to resuming and revitalizing our Creche ministry when 

health conditions allow for safely reopening. 
 

I would also like to thank Denny Sisson for his service as Junior Warden and his service will be missed on the 

vestry. Denny worked to improve the physical security, replace aging HVAC units, and maintaining our 

facilities.  
 

I would like to thank Molly Reynolds for her financial leadership as Treasurer and working with Mary Cyrus 

our bookkeeper. Molly has been essential to financial operations and our financial audit last year. Molly has led 

our efforts to secure a Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan for the church and the Creche. Jennifer Murphy 

served as our Registrar and brings her past experience serving on the vestry. 
 

I would like to thank Patrick Killoran and Brice Eldridge for their technology leadership and transitioning our 

services to virtual and for Patrick’s efforts to redesign our website and to improve our presence on social media 

platforms.   
 

Finally, I would also like to thank all of the members of the vestry: Betty Boutros, Dwight Chewning, Brice 

Eldridge, Jennifer Murphy, Gary Pan, Molly Reynolds, Karen Shindhelm, and Denny Sisson, for our virtual 

meetings every other week in helping to direct our mission at St. Francis Episcopal Church. We close every 

vestry meeting with the prayer of St. Francis and ask: “Lord, make us instruments of your peace.” We are all 

grateful for the opportunity and privilege to serve this parish. 
 

In Christ’s Peace, 

Jeff Wootton  


