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2020 Worship and Spiritual Care: 

 

The year of 2020 began with great promise and solid structure in the areas of Worship and Spiritual Care. The 

weekly eucharists were inspiring, Centering Prayer continued to bolster the lives of Franciscans, two Bible 

Studies were meeting regularly, ushers and Lay Eucharistic ministers were active and growing, the Altar Guild 

was operating vitally, Sunday School was gathering a healthy number of Children and forming their curiosity 

about God, there were Lay Eucharistic Visitors, and more. Then came lock downs ordered by the 

Commonwealth and the directives to stop gathering in-person from the Bishop of the Diocese, all as a 

consequence of the COVID-19 Pandemic—everything changed. 

 

With characteristic resolve and ingenuity, the congregation of St. Francis responded by affirming its 

commitment to being a community of people committed to worshipping God, proclaiming the Gospel, and 

supporting the lives of its parishioners. Quickly, the gatherings that occurred by in-person gathering shifted to 

meeting online. Some ministries, which are really part of in-person gatherings, shifted to a slower pace or were 

put on hold. Those ministries included Hands on Spirituality, Acolytes, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, Lay 

Eucharistic Visitors, Greeters, Ushers, Flower Distribution, and Valentine’s Boxes. Each of these downshifts or 

hibernations make sense in their circumstances. And in each of these ministries there are leaders and ministers 

prepared to restart. In fact, they are anticipating the restoration of in-person worship and care with great 

excitement. Many thanks go out to these faithful servants. 

 

Other ministries were adaptable to online contexts. Church services moved from two offerings in-person on 

Sunday morning, to one offering at 9:00 AM, with virtual Coffee Hour, music from the choir, music leadership 

from Larry and Jeanne Vote, lay readers, and even spiritual communion. When the health metrics allowed for 

it, there were in-person outdoor worship services that also included communion. Were these adjustments fully 

satisfying? No. But they did keep us together and for many members offered the church a chance to support 

their lives spiritually and personally. 

 

St. Francis also successfully added or continued the following: Contemplative Prayer, Morning and Evening 

Prayer (Monday through Friday), the Rector’s Bible Study, Thursday Bible Study, Men’s Group, Social Hour, 

Helping Hands, the All Saints’ Sunday Evening Prayer Service, the Christmas Pageant, the Prayer Circle, and 

Invite*Welcome*Connect work on connecting members and newcomers. The following leaders should be 

recognized for their support and work in maintaining these ministries during this trying year: Mike Hattwick, 

Kathy Anderson, Odiorne Beebe, Phil Pifer, Pam Cooper, Wendy Pan, Cathryn Lee, and Jennifer Murphy.  

 

Though more could be said in each of these areas, these remarks highlight a congregation that remains 

committed to its roles as a community devoted to expressing God’s love and supporting its members in this 

enterprise. This narrative also includes the sense that when able to be in-person, St. Francis will be positioned 

to meet its core purposes as a Christian community. 

 

 


