
SPECIAL REPORT for Outreach Committee  
Submitted by Ginger Roll, Outreach Chair 

(Please see the Outreach webpage for additional information and updates.) 

 

In spite of the pandemic in 2020, St. Francis Outreach was able to maintain, and in some cases increase, its 

financial assistance to charitable causes. This was possible thanks to Franciscans’ generosity, Vestry support, 

and our Rector’s leadership.  

 

Hands-on Outreach: For safety reasons, hands-on Outreach had to be reduced in 2020.  

 

• Habitat for Humanity - COVID forced Habitat to suspend home builds and ReStore volunteering in April, 

due to the difficulties of doing either in a COVID-safe way. ReStore volunteering restarted toward the end 

of the year. Builds will not resume until vaccination makes it safe to do so -- hopefully in late spring 2021. 

 

• Second Story - Fortunately, we were able to continue delivering Sunday dinners to Second Story’s Shelter 

for Teens in Crisis. Under Jennifer Murphy’s leadership, Franciscans prepared and safely delivered dinners 

to the Teen Shelter usually three Sundays each month. Franciscans also cooked and delivered Thanksgiving 

dinners for six mothers and their children in the Second Story Young Mothers Program. 

 

• Grate Patrol - Preparing and delivering bagged meals to the homeless on the Grate Patrol was suspended by 

DC and Loudoun Centers of the Salvation Army. 

 

• Christmas Party - We were unable to safely hold our annual Christmas Party for Samaritan Ministry and 

Housing Up families; instead, we held a gift card drive so that families could purchase gifts for their children. 

Franciscans responded very generously, providing more than 150 children’s gifts and 30 gift cards for adults 

working toward self-sufficiency in Samaritan Ministry’s programs. In addition, 36 of the children received 

gift bags with reading books, activity books, and crayons or pencils. 

 

• Tutoring in Anacostia - Franciscans were unable to continue tutoring at Garfield Elementary in DC due to 

the pandemic, and our annual spring book fair at Garfield had to be cancelled. As a result, our drive for 

children’s books was halted, and 15 boxes of books donated by parishioners were given to children in 

apartment buildings run by Housing Up for families in need.   

 

• Additional Drives - We were able to hold several other successful drives in 2020: Diaper Drive for Embry 

Rucker Shelter, School Supplies Drive for Second Story, and a Thanksgiving Grocery Gift Card Drive for 

the many families in Second Story programs.  

 

South Sudan: St. Francis Church supports projects in two areas of South Sudan: the Ezo Diocese and the St. 

Francis Basic School in Juba. Most of the financial support for these projects comes from funds raised at St. 

Francis Galas and from individual donations.  

 

• Ezo Diocese – Projects in Ezo are managed by a separate committee.  Our current main focus is restoration 

of the water well on the grounds of the diocese, although progress has been temporarily delayed by the 

pandemic.  

 

• School in Juba - The school closed during the pandemic and opened temporarily for students taking exams 

in the fall. In normal times, the school provides education and daily food for several hundred students. 

 

 

 

https://stfrancisgreatfalls.org/outreach/

