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The 2019-2020 school year has been an exceptionally challenging year for the Creche due to the pandemic, yet 

the teachers, parents and Creche Board have worked together to meet those challenges. 
 

In March of 2020, the preschool closed and immediately moved to distance learning. The families and teachers 

rose to the occasion to continue to provide a Christian education for the Creche children. We extended our 

distance learning program through June 5, 2020 with SBA PPP funding assistance, and our teachers organized 

projects that inspired the children and their families to support the community such as “driveway art for heroes” 

and “kindness rocks”. Teachers also supported the families by delivering “Stay at Home” support kits to our 

students. 
 

The school year ended with virtual graduations for our rising kindergarteners and a Farewell Drive-by Parade 

at the church. This was an opportunity for the children and teachers to say goodbye to each other and for the 

families to say farewell to retiring director, Jane Ruppe Keihn. 
 

When we were unable to open in the Fall of 2020, our dedicated teachers branched out on their own to support 

our families by creating safe learning pods for the students. Those pods have been extremely successful and 

have maintained a connection to our families for the past six months. As a result, most of our Creche families 

have already registered for Fall 2021. We are incredibly grateful to our teachers (Kathleen Walker, Valerie 

Morgan, Caroline Grossmann, Beth Stvan, Taryn Rivers, Joanna Fitzmaurice, Kim Buckingham, Susan 

Gardner, Leila McClanahan and Erin Stvan)! They are truly the heart of the Creche Preschool! 
 

During the months of August through January, we have maintained weekly communication with our Creche 

families and neighboring preschools; continued with marketing on social and local media; worked with realtors 

to connect with new home buyers in the community; and updated our website to include videos, virtual tours 

and online payment and registration capabilities. We are so grateful to Patrick Killoran for all of the time and 

effort that he has put into the building of our new website. 
 

A Creche fundraising campaign was launched in October and is ongoing. We have raised $3690.00 to date. The 

funds raised will enable us to purchase the necessary supplies, equipment and PPE to safely reopen for in-class 

learning in the fall. 
 

During the holiday months of November and December, we worked together with the St. Francis IWC to reach 

out to our Creche families and to pay tribute to our local essential workers by delivering cookies baked by 

Creche teachers and parishioners. The effort was so well-received, and it was a joy to work with the parishioners 

and Jennifer Murphy! Our hope is to continue to work together with the IWC on community projects in the 

future! 
 

On January 21, 2021, we opened registration for Fall 2021. To date, our enrollment is over 50% capacity, and 

we are continuing to receive applications. At the February 15, 2021 Vestry meeting, we received the approval 

to open for in-class learning for a 10-week term beginning on April 6, 2021 and continuing through June 11, 

2021. This term will be followed by two 2-week camps, “Camp Creche” and “Bridge to Kindergarten Camp.” 

All of our teachers will have received both Pfizer vaccines, and we will open with smaller class sizes to comply 

with the CDC recommendations, as well as, adhere to the CDC guidelines for mask-wearing, physical 

distancing, hygiene and sanitizing procedures. 
 

The Creche is governed by a Board of Directors, chaired by Larry Pratt. Simon Smith is the Creche treasurer. 

Pam Cooper is in charge of publicity and public relations. Sarah Woods is our parent representative. Brice 

Eldridge is our Vestry liaison. David Lucey, Jessica Maxon, Lynn Fallon and Cate Riihimaki complete the 

Board. We are so grateful to all who have given their time to make the Creche such a wonderful and necessary 

Christian education ministry in this community. 


