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The Ancient Past 

Our St. Francis Elementary Sunday School year began as normal as every year in our cozy class room #1 in the 

basement of our beloved church. During the early part of 2020 attendance would vary from approximately 4 to 

7 students. Our teachers included Larry Pratt, Mark Phillips and Dwight Chewning along with the able support 

of Nicole Phillips and Caroline Grossmann. The students were well behaved and enjoyed the lessons in addition 

to the comradery of the students in the class. At the end of the class, we would have regular outings to the 

playground which the children greatly appreciated. But then as we all know, in March COVID disrupted all of 

our plans. Sunday school was suspended when access to the Church building was closed. With the uncertainty 

of how long COVID would last and how severe the pandemic would become, we simply suspended Sunday 

school in the hope that by spring the pandemic would be over. This uncertainty caused our teacher Mark Phillips 

and helpers Nicole Phillips and Caroline Grossmann to leave our class. 

 

Current Times 

As the months ticked by, it became evident that the pandemic would be severe and last for an extended and 

indeterminate period, the remaining teachers and church leader ship discussed ways to resume the Sunday school 

offering. By this time it was May 2020 and the normal end of the school year was approaching. So the decision 

was made to resume the Sunday school offering in September 2020 at the start of the normal school year. The 

weekly lessons would be by Zoom virtual conferencing. When we first began our class in September the virtual 

teaching process was a little rough but after a few practice runs an effective virtual teaching process was 

accomplished. Thereafter, we quickly transitioned into a Sunday offering immediately following the regular 

Sunday Church Service. We start each class chatting with the students. Once a critical mass of students arrives 

(usually around 10 am), we start with an opening prayer. Then one of the teachers introduces the scriptural 

reading for the day. There after we show a video or PowerPoint presentation which illustrates the lesson that is 

taught by the teacher. A “time of wondering”, or Q&A session follows the lesson to answer the children’s 

interesting questions. After a closing prayer, the children commune with each other and the teachers learn of the 

newest most popular toys. Lynn Fallon, Christian Education Director and Patrick Killoran, Communications 

and Technical Director, provide IT, administrative, managerial and technical support. The virtual Sunday School 

Class attendance ranges from 3 to 9, with overall average class attendance of 6 students each week. In the fall 

we taught a number of parables. In December we spent 4 Sundays teaching the Christmas story and the class 

presented a scriptural reading from Luke 2:1-20 during the 5 PM Christmas Eve service. Fourteen students and 

one sheep participated in this special service.  

 

Future Plans  

We will continue to provide the Elementary Sunday School class offering on a virtual teaching basis until such 

time that the students can safely return to the class room. We expect to conclude the 20/21 School Year on a 

virtual basis in May 2021. We are also hoping to develop and implement a youth class during this period for 

older students which will also be done virtually until the church building reopens. 


