
Burial Rite II for Denis O’Sullivan; Tuesday, August 17, 2021, 10:30am 

Page 1 of 11 
 

               ST. FRANCIS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
                              GREAT FALLS, VIRGINIA 

 
BURIAL: RITE TWO 

Tuesday, August 17, 2021 
 

Celebration and Thanksgiving for the Life 
of 

DENIS ANTHONY O’SULLIVAN 
March 4, 1964 to July 25, 2021 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE WORD 
(The People’s responses are in bold) 

 

PRELUDE:  Elegy                                         Douglas Wagner 
 
The people, standing, as able, said in unison 
 

ANTHEM BCP Page 491 
 

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 

For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord's possession. 

Happy from now on 
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are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES BCP Page 356 
 

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR THE BURIAL OF AN ADULT BCP Page 493 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray. 
Presider O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our 
brother, Denis. We thank you for giving him to us, his family and friends, to know 
and to love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless 
compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of 
eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, 
until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The people, seated 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 Evelyn O’Sullivan 
 

Reader A reading from Isaiah. 
 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, 
a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines 
strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over 
all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death 
forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the 
disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 
spoken. It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 
that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad 
and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
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Said in unison, the people beginning after the asterisk in the first verse  
 

RESPONSE: Psalm 121, Levavi oculos BCP Page 779 
 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the LORD, * 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The LORD himself watches over you; * 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
nor the moon by night. 

7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; * 
it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
from this time forth for evermore. 

 
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:16--5:9 Anna O’Sullivan 
 

Reader A reading from second Corinthians. 
 

We do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 
nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is 
preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look 
not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent 
we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling—if indeed, when 
we have taken it off we will not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, 
we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be 
further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has 
prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.   
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So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we 
do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please 
him. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm is read in unison beginning in the asterisk in the first verse 
 
RESPONSE:  Psalm 23, Dominus regit me BCP Page 612 
 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 
3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;  

for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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The people, standing, as able 
 
THE GOSPEL: John 10:11-16 
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired 
hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 
my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay 
down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd." 
 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The people, seated 
 
HOMILY: The Rev. Donald J. Heet 
 
The people, standing, as able 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED           BCP Page 496 
Presider In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our 
faith and say, 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth…I believe in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead… I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   (Mary Beth Tawes)   BCP Page 480 
 
Presider In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Leader Almighty God, who has knit together your elect in one communion 

and fellowship, in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we 
beseech you, to your whole Church in paradise and on earth, your light and you 
peace. Amen. 

 
Leader Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and 

resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the 
grave and gate of death we may pass with him to our joyful resurrection. 
Amen. 

 
Leader Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by 

faith, that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our 
days. Amen. 

 
Leader Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be 

cleansed from all our sins, and serve you with a quiet mind. Amen. 
 
Leader Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your fatherly care, that, 

casting all their grief on you, they may know the consolation of your love. 
Amen. 

 
Leader Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may 

have strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy 
hope, in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love. Amen. 

 
Leader Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to 

believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the 
resurrection to life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Leader Grant us grace to entrust Denis to your never-failing love; receive 

him into the arms of your mercy, and remember him according to the favor 
which you bear to your people. Amen. 

 



Burial Rite II for Denis O’Sullivan; Tuesday, August 17, 2021, 10:30am 

Page 7 of 11 
 

Leader Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of you, Denis may go 
from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in your heavenly 
kingdom. Amen. 

 
Leader Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to 

have our consummation and bliss in your eternal and everlasting glory, and, 
with blessed Francis and all your saints, to receive the crown of life which you 
promise to all who share in the victory of your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN BCP Page 360 
 
Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. (Silence) 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
ABSOLUTION BCP Page 360 
 
Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE         BCP Page 360 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
ANTHEM: On Eagles Wings by Michael Joncas 

Solo sung by David Smalley 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The people and presider standing, as able 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Prayer A)           BCP Page 361 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to him thanks and praise. 
Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the 
blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is 
changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared 
for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of 
your Name: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Presider Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and 
Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Presider We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and 
ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 
 
Presider And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Then is said 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD     BCP Page 364 
 
Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with 
Thanksgiving. 
 

The people come forward to receive the consecrated bread as directed by the ushers. 

 
COMMUNION:  Organ Voluntary 
 
The people, standing, as able 

 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER BCP Page 498 
 
Presider Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the 
spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and 
have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament 
may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that 
kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness 
of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
FAMILY REMEMBRANCES:  Susan McGuire 
 
THE COMMENDATION BCP Page 499 
 
Presider Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
People where sorrow and pain are no more, 

neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
Presider You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we 
are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you 
ordain when you created me, saying, "You are dust, and to dust you shall return." 
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All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia. 
 
People Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 

where sorrow and pain are no more, 
neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 
COLLECT BCP Page 499 
 
Presider Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant, 

Denis. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb 
of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms 
of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 
company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 
BLESSING BCP Page 503 
 
Presider The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL BCP Page 500 
 

Presider Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
As the body borne from the church, the people sing 
 
POSTLUDE:  Organ Voluntary 
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